CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Jesus had proclaimed. This new develop-
ment was the outcome of a struggle with
Judaism following upon an unsuccessful
attempt at compromise. In point of fact
Judaism and Christianity were as widely
different from one another as they were
from his own teaching and he was more
than ever inclined to regard as his special
forerunner, Abraham, who had preceded
both Moses and Jesus, and was revered by
both religions as the man of God. He then
brought Abraham into connection with the
ancient Meccan Kacba worship : the Ka'ba
or die was a sacred stone edifice, in one
corner of which the " black stone" had
been built in: this stone was an object of
reverence to the ancient Arabs, as it still
is to the Muharnmedans. Thus Islam
gradually assumed the form of an Arab
religion, developing universalist tendencies
in the ultimate course of events. Muham-
med, therefore, as he was the last in the
ranks of the prophets, must also be the
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